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Poland, Romania and the Czech Republic together account for 62% of 
the total length of railway lines in the central European countries. 
Road and rail are the dominant modes of freight transport, performing 
178 billion and 158 billion tonne-km respectively. 
International transport accounts for an important part of all transport modes, 
ranging from 42% for road to 94% for air and maritime transport. 
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Map 1: Transport equipment - 1998 
Transport infrastructure 
The countries with the longest railway lines are: Poland, 
Romania, and the Czech Republic. This ranking 
changes when we compare the density of the railway 
network. Thus, the countries with the highest density of 
railway lines are the Czech Republic with 
1 196 km/10 000 km2, Hungary with 821 km/10 000 km2 
and the Slovakia with 748 km/10 000 km2. 
The Czech Republic, Hungary and Lithuania are 
the only countries with a length of motorway longer than 
400 km. There are no comparable data available on 
the ordinary road length. 
Almost 66% of the total length of oil pipelines is found in 
three countries: Poland (2 278 km; 73km/10 000 km2), 
Hungary (2 071 km; 223 km/10 000 km2), and Romania 
(1 441 km; 60 km/10 000 km2). 
Central European countries have a total length of inland 
waterways of 9 339 km. A major part of these can be 
found in Poland (3 812 km), Romania (1 779 km) and 































































































































































































Table 1: Transport infrastructure — 1998 
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Freight transport 
Land transport covers the four 
modes: road, rail, oil pipelines, and 
inland waterways. Road transport 
is the dominant mode of freight 
transport, achieving 177 642 
million tonne-km. Close to this, rail 
performs 157 896 million tonne-km 
while the other modes are less 
important, with 38 010 million 
tonne-km for oil pipelines and 
9 820 million tonne-km for inland 
waterways. 
The analysis by country shows that 
three countries share the dominant 
position: in the first place, we find 
Poland, with total land transport of 
approximately 150 000 million 
tonne-km split into 46% for road, 
4 1 % for rail, 12% for oil pipelines 
and 1% for inland waterways. 
The second and third positions are 
taken by the Czech Republic and 
by Romania with totals of land 
transport of more than 40 000 
million tonne-km. 
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Table 2: Freight transport by mode - 1998 
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Maritime transport is dominated by 
two countries: Poland, with a total 
of 50 995 thousand tonnes and 
Romania with 28 233 thousand 
tonnes transported. In terms of 
volume, air freight transport can be 
considered insignificant compared 
to the other modes of transport. 
Nevertheless, the unit value of 
goods transported by air is high. 
Figure 2: Air and sea freight transport - 1998 
Internationalisation of transport modes 
Rail and road both have a large 
proportion of national transport. 
Thus 58% of road traffic 
(expressed in million tonne-km) is 
national transport whereas 42% is 
international transport (transit and 
cabotage are taken into 
consideration). 
For rail transport, 55% is national 














Figure 3: Proportion of national and international transport -1998 
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As expected, a high degree of 
internationalisation could be 
observed in air and maritime 
transport. For both these 
modes, international transport 
(in 1000 tonnes) accounts for 
94% of total transport. Of 
course, it should be expected 
that figures in tonne-km (not 
available at the moment) should 
be greater than the previous 
shares since international 










































































































Table 3: International freight transport as proportion of total transport - 1998 
Passenger transport 
For land passenger transport 
the main mode of public transport 
used is bus transport, which 
accounted for 89 491 million 
passenger-km in 1998 followed by 
rail transport with 66 662 million 
passenger-km. Comprehensive 
statistics on private car transport 
are not yet available for central 
European countries. 
Maritime and air passenger 
transport accounted for almost 40 
million passengers transported in 
1998. Although the maritime share 
of this is almost 50%, only a few 
countries have significant maritime 
transport. 
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Figure 4: Land public passenger transport -1998 
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Table 4: Passenger transport - 1 9 9 8 
Persons killed in road accidents 
During the period 1993-1998 
the number of persons killed in road 
accidents fluctuated from year to 
year, but with no significant overall 
trend. Nevertheless, there are 
countries in which a considerable 
decrease was registered, as in 
Bulgaria (-6.9%), Slovenia (-6.2%) 
and in Latvia (-4.8%). On the 
contrary, in some other countries 
the number of deaths increased 
during the years covered by these 
statistics, as for example in 
the Slovakia where the average 









































































































Table 5: Persons killed in road accidents 
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> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
The data presented here were supplied to Eurostat by the national statistical offices of the central European 
countries. 
A complete set of detailed tables will be published by Eurostat in the next edition of the Statistical Yearbook on 
central European countries. 
These data are based on the definitions published in the Eurostat/UN-ECE/ECMT Glossary for Transport Statistics, 
available at: http://www.oecd.org/cem/online/qlossaries/index.htm. 
Specific notes on tables: 
Table 1 : 
Number of commercial airports: With >100 000 passengers movements per year. 
Number of ports: Handling > 1 million tonnes per year or with > 200 000 passengers 
movements per year. 
Table 2: 
This table refers to the total transport performed in 1998 including national transport, international transport 
incoming and outgoing and transit (for rail, inland waterways and pipelines). 
Latvia: Maritime transport data refer to 1997. 
Lithuania: Oil pipeline data refer to 1997. 
Table 5: 
Persons killed are all persons killed within 30 days of the accident. 
Lithuania: Persons dying within 7 days after the accident. 
The following notations were used: 
Figure not available 
Nil 
0 Data less than half the unit used 
Not applicable 
Abbreviation 
% Per cent 
km Kilometer 
CEC Central European countries 
ECMT European Conference of Ministers of Transport 
Eurostat Statistical Office of the European Communities 
FYROM Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
UN-ECE United-Nations - Economic Commission for Europe 
This publication was prepared by Liliana Vlad (National Commission for Statistics, Romania), on secondment to 
Eurostat within the PHARE programme 
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